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1. JAMAICAN REACTION TO PRESIDENT'S SPEECH PER SE HAS 
BEEN LIMITED. COMMENT HAS CENTERED ONPRESIDENT'S 
EMPHASIS ON RELIABILITY OF U.S. AS ALLY, AND THE FACT 
HE FELT HE HAD TO SAY IT. JAMAICANS. BOTH PRO-US AND 
OTHERWISE, FEEL EVENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE U.S. 
RESPONSE (OR LACK THEREOF) HAVE DAMAGED THE U.S. IMAGE 
OF RELIABILITY. EMBOFFS ARE FREQUENTLY ASKED WHETHER 
U.S. IS ENTERING NEW ISOLATIONIST PHASE. 

2. CONSERVATIVE JAMAICANS ARE CONCERNED THAT APPARENT 
U.S. UNWILLINGNESS TO HELP FRIENDS COUNTER COMMUNIST 
AGGRESSION WILL EMBOLDEN COMMUNISTS TO GO ON THE 
OFFENSIVE ELSEWHERE. SPECIFICALLY THEY FEAR THE CUBANS 
AND, ADDITIONALLY, ARE WORRED BY SIGNS OF A MOVEMENT 
TOWARDS U.S./CUBAN RAPPROACHMENT. 

3. ASSUMING A DECLINING U.S. INTEREST IN THE CARIBBEAN, 
SOME JAMAICANS ARE BEGINNING TO ASK WHO WILL REPLACE 
THE USG AS THE DOMINANT POWER IN THE AREA. THERE IS 
SOME APPREHENSION ABOUT VENEZUELA'S ASPIRATION TO 
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HOW THE USG WILL REACT TO VENEZUELAN INITIATIVES. 

4. IN SHORT, JAMAICANS GENERALLY ARE CONFUSED BY 
RECENT EVENTS AND WHAT THEY IMPLY FOR FUTURE U.S. 

POLICY. THEY FRF, I. THAT U.S. POLICY IS AT BEST ADRIFT 
AND AT WORST A SHAMBLES. 

GERARD 
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